Downtown Galax Annual Christmas Parade
Friday, December 3, 2010 at 7:00 PM

2010 Theme: “Christmas Through The Ages”
The Galax Downtown Association, Galax Volunteer Fire Department, and the City of Galax invite all churches, religious organizations, civic groups, lodges, fraternal organizations, community groups, educational institutions, governmental departments, businesses, etc. to enter floats, marchers, and/or vehicles into the 2010 Galax Christmas Parade.  To cover costs the fee for businesses to enter the parade is $25.
This year’s theme will be “Christmas Through The Ages.”  All entries are requested to keep this theme in mind when making preparations to participate in the parade.  This year, there will be awards for float entries in the categories of Best Religious, Best Theme, and Best Overall.
Please read the rules and regulations and send the registration form to:  Galax Downtown Association, PO Box 544, Galax, VA  24333 to arrive by December 2.  
Registration Form
Entry Class:     Church_____     School_____     Civic/Fraternal_____     
Scout Troup_____     Pageant Winner_____     Government/Public Safety_____     Commercial_____     Individual_____     Other (specify)_________________

Type of Entry:     Float (contest)_____     Float/Trailer Bed (non-judged)_____

Antique Car_____     Van/Pickup/Car_____     Large Truck_____     Tractor_____     Marching Band_____     Horse/Animal_____     Walking_____     Golf Cart_____     Other (specify)___________________
Description of Entry:_________________________________________________

Sponsoring Organization:_____________________________________

Mailing Address:
_________________________




_________________________

Phone:____________________     Contact Person:____________________________

Fee:
$25  Commercial/For-Profit (payable to Galax Downtown Association) 

No Charge -   Individual/Private


No Charge - Government/Church/Charity/ Non-Profit
I / We understand and Agree to accept and abide by the rules, regulations, and safety guidelines of the Downtown Galax Christmas Parade.  





Authorized Signature:_____________________________

RULES, REGULATIONS, and SAFETY GUIDELINES for the Downtown Galax Christmas Parade:  
The following rules and regulations are dictated by the City of Galax and must be followed:

1. Entries may NOT use a living Santa in any way.  As we all know, there is only one Santa Claus and he will end the parade.

2. All vehicles/entries must be decorated with the Christmas theme.  All vehicles must carry a Christmas message or theme, preferably consistent with the annual theme – “Christmas Through the Ages.” 
3. The name of the sponsoring organization, business, or individual must be displayed on each side of the float/vehicle/entry.

4. NO advertising or controversial signs or statements (written or oral), other than the business name, will be allowed.  A Christmas message is encouraged. 
5. The only amplified sound permitted will be music.  No political speeches or religious preaching is permitted. 
6. All entries must be decorated with safety in mind.

7. All floats, cars, trucks, and other means of transportation must be driven safely along the parade route.  Drivers should be alert to spectators, particularly children.  Entrants may be held liable for damage or injury.  Drivers of motorized vehicles, including golf carts and tractors, must be at least 16 years of age.  
8. For safety reasons, NO objects (such as candy) can be thrown from floats or other entries.  Walkers may hand treats directly to spectators.   Entrants may be held liable for injury. 
9. Animal waste must be removed from the street immediately.  

10. Avoid causing a gap in the procession, but maintain adequate spacing.  
11. All participants must complete and sign an entry form and remit payment prior to the parade.  
12. All parade participants must display parade permit (obtained the night of the parade) on their vehicle during parade.  Permit is obtained from the GDA once payment and application are received. You will NOT be permitted to enter the parade without pre-registering. 
13. Only those registered by December 3 will be considered for judging.  
14. The Galax Downtown Association, Galax Volunteer Fire Department, and the City of Galax are not responsible for theft and/or loss of and/or damage to persons or property before, during, or after the parade. Participants are strongly encouraged to carry applicable insurance coverage. 
The Galax Downtown Association, Galax Volunteer Fire Department, and/or Galax Police Department have full authority to reject any float or entry that does not meet the rules, is considered unsafe, or could be considered offensive/inappropriate to the general public. 
Questions may be directed to the GDA at 236-0668. 
Please make sure all decorators, drivers, and riders 

are advised of these rules and regulations.
Thank you for your participation !

PARADE ROUTE:
BEGIN ON MAIN STREET AT VIRGINIA/WASHINGTON STREET;
END AT ACADEMY DRIVE/FELTS PARK
6:30 P.M.  Police will barricade off Main Street from Route 58 to Felts Park, and regulate intersections at Madison & Stuart, Virginia & Railroad/TG Vaughn, Webster & Railroad, and Washington & Madison.

Band Buses:  turn off Stuart Drive (Route 58) onto Jefferson Street.  Park in the First Christian Church lot and unload.  Band members should walk to assigned warm-up/line-up areas listed below.  Please make sure students are clear on where to line up.
Line-Up (no later than 6:30): 

1. Galax High School Band:  Webster Street beside Twin County Tire.

2. Galax Middle School Band:  Luagues Driveway.
3. Grayson County High School Band:  On N. Main between Rt. 58 and Virginia Street.

4. Carroll County High School Band:  On W. Virginia Street beside Mt. Rogers office.

5. Carroll County Intermediate School Band:  On W. Virginia Street behind CCHS Band. 

6. Walking Units:  Assemble around Galax Police Station along Washington Street.
7. Grand Marshall and Color Guard (parade leaders):  Meet at Bowie Apartments.

8. All others:  Line up beginning at Main and E. Virginia Street and continuing down E. Virginia and onto Madison, Vaughan, and Webster streets as directed by the Fire Department.  

Dismissal (take care not to slow down the parade behind you, but keep safety first):

1. Bands dismiss on Main Street just after the entrance to Felts Park.  Band members should proceed to their buses parked on Academy Drive.  Do not block the entrance to Felts Park. 
2. Walking Units may dismiss at Galax Elementary School playground.  Do not block Main Street. 
3. All other entries dismiss inside Felts Park beyond the Recreation Center.  Avoid delaying those behind you.  

4. To pick up riders:  enter Felts Park at the back gate across from the car museum on S. Railroad Avenue. 

Float Contest:  Judged during parade.  Prizes will be certificates for each of the following categories:  (1) Best Parade Theme (consistent with annual parade theme),  (2) Best Religious Theme,  and  (3) Best Overall. 

